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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the applicant's communication filed on July 31 , 2001 , 
wherein claims 1-18 are currently pending. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on August 30, 2002 and 
November 21 , 2002 are being considered by the examiner to the extent of the 
statement of relevancy. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current 
U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

5. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The applicant identifies the first step as "processing of producing will information 
and authentication information". This language is unclear. Is the applicant processing 
the information or producing the information? 
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the applicant identifies another step as "processing of registering the will 
information". This is unclear. 

The applicant has another step of "processing of transmitting" which is also 
unclear. 

6. Claims 3-4 and 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

The language "said testator terminal transmits said updating information used to 
read, change, or add contents of said will information" is unclear. How can updating 
information be used to read? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Abe 
et al (US 6, 246, 991 ) (hereinafter referred to as Abe) in view of Arbuckle (US 5, 651 , 
117) (hereinafter referred to as Arbuckle). 

Referring to Claims 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 1 1, 13, 15, and 17-18: 

Abe discloses a method, medium {col. 3, lines 51-54), and system comprising a 
testator terminal (Figure 1 (1) Depositor's terminal), a last will and testament service 
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terminal (Figure 1 (20) an electronic information depositing part), and a communication 
line [Figures 1 and 2 (3) network) for performing last will and testament service, 
comprising: 

producing will information and authentication information {Figure 2 (11); col. 5, 
lines 37-43 and Figure 4 (S5)) in a testator terminal and transmitting via a 
communication line to a last will and testament service terminal (col. 3, lines 24-32 the 
deposit information thus entered is transmitted to the host processing system 10 via the 
network 3, such as the Internet, and stored in the memory 21 of the electronic 
information depositing part 20); 

authenticating the testator based on the authentication information at the last will 
and testament service terminal and registering the will information, taking custody of the 
will and charging a fee to the testator (col. 3, lines 58-65 Reference number 11 denotes 
depositor authentication means for authenticating that an operator who deposits and/or 
rewrites deposit information using the depositor's terminal (1) is the authorized 
depositor; col. 4, lines 3-6 and 37-44; Figure 6; col. 5, lines 7-14 charges for maintaining 
and managing deposit information; col. 5, lines 61-67) ; 

transmitting updated information and authentication information from the testator 
terminal to the last will and testament service terminal, the updating being read, 
changing, or adding to the contents of the will (col. 5, lines 64-67 checks authentication 
information, or whether the electronic key for unsealing is genuine, or whether unsealing 
by the depositor is an authorized one; col. 5, lines 48-52 when the depositor reads or 
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rewrites the already deposited information, Figure 6 (S14, S15, S16 
Registration/Alteration)] 

authenticating the testator based on the authentication information; once 
authenticated, processing the updated information, registering the updated information 
and charging a fee (coL 5, lines 53-60 when the depositor has rewritten the deposit 
information, the rewritten deposit information is stored in the storage area 24; col. 6, 
lines 33-39 the unsealing part 30 has a function to check whether the adjustment fees 
for information depositing is paid off)] 

and comparing the deceased information with the authentication information and 
if there is a match, transmitting the information to an heir (col. 3, lines 33-43; col. 6, lines 
1-9). 

Abe does not disclose a public office terminal or that upon the death of the 
testator, information about the deceased being sent from a public office terminal which 
accepts the death notice, records it and transmits, via a communication line, the 
information to the last will and testament service terminal. 

However, Arbuckle discloses a public office terminal (Figure 1 (100) central 
depository) which upon the death of the testator, information about the deceased is sent 
from a public office terminal which accepts the death notice, records it and transmits, via 
a communication line, the information to the last will and testament service terminal (col. 
2, lines 55-64; col. 4, lines 17-23 and lines 60-61 the system provides for a central 
depository 100 for data storage of information relating to customers who contract with - 
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the depository to be notified of the death of a certain person or person when this occurs; 
coi 5, lines 47-50; Figure 3). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the will management method and system of Abe with the central 
depository as taught in Arbuckle so that the task of monitoring reports of death is shifted 
from individuals who perform the task laboriously and imperfectly to a computerized 
system that accomplishes it with rigor and speed thus providing timely notice of deaths. 

Referring to Claims 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 and 16: 

Abe discloses wherein the method is performed over the Internet (col. 7, lines 29- 

31). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Janice A. Mooneyham whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-6805. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571 ) 272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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